
The Bashkirs are very closely related to the Russian 
Tatars. The only distinction is that their languages differ 
in dialect. In fact, before the Soviet Revolution in 1917, a 
Bashkirian culture did not even exist. They simply 
thought of themselves as Tatars, a nearby Turkic people 
who had influenced them greatly.

The Bashkirs usually live in peasant communities. Their 
houses are made of logs or sun-dried bricks, and have 
dirt floors. Most of them rely on farming and some 
animal breeding for their livelihood. Horses and sheep 
are usually raised, along with some cattle and goats. The 
sheep are raised for their wool, skins, and meat. They 
enjoy a fermented drink, called koumiss, that is made 
from horses' milk. 

The Bashkirs are almost entirely Muslim. In the 
eighteenth century, the Orthodox Church attempted to 
convert them to Christianity, but today, very few are 
Christians. Those who converted to Christianity are now 
organized into a tiny minority known as the Nagaibaks. 

Islam is not as deeply rooted among the Bashkir people 
as it is among the Tatars. However, Ufa, Bashkiria's 
capital, has been the center of religious life for European 
Russian Muslims since the eighteenth century. It is the 
seat of the "Muslim Spiritual Board for European Russia 
and Siberia." There are over one hundred mosques in 
Bashkortostan alone. 

Prayer Points 
• Pray that God will raise up faithful 

intercessors who will stand in the gap for 
the Bashkirs. 

• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and 
protect the small number Bashkir 
Christians. 

• Pray that God will raise up loving Russian 
Christians to reach out to their Muslim 
neighbors. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of 
these Muslims towards Christians so that 
they will be receptive to the Gospel. 

Bashkir

Population

1,584,554

Location in Russia

Bashkortostan, Tatarstan, Perm Krai, 
Chelyabinsk, Orenburg, Tyumen, 
Sverdlovsk, Kurgan, Samara and 
Saratov Oblasts.

Language

Bashkort

Religion

Islam - Sunni

Bible translation

Portions

Evangelical Christian

0.90%


